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1 27/11/20

1. The Council understands that detailed traffic modelling has been undertaken to 
establish the impact of proposed priority measures at the A45 / Hobs Moat Road, 
“Wheatsheaf” junction. The results imply that the proposals do not result in a 
measurable reduction in highway capacity. However, further dialogue is needed between 
Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) and SMBC’s traffic division to agree the basis of this 
modelling work and to demonstrate that the future performance of the highway network 
is acceptable. 

TfWM Phase 2 Closed 
The modelling and design changes have been agreed with 
Solihull MBC.

2 27/11/20

2.The implementation of bus lanes and priority measures as part of the scheme, and 
particularly on the A45 Coventry Road, will result in the loss of a number of trees, will 
affect verge screening and have an impact on the local landscape. Adequate 
compensation / offsetting for any biodiversity loss will be required, along with 
replacement screening for affected residents.

TfWM Phase 2  Phase 2

TfWM have liased with SMBC CLAUDE Team in liaison with 
BCC, it has been agreed that the BCC Tree Mitigation Strategy 
(Version 1)  will be adopted by Solihull. Discussions are 
currently in progress and will continue as part of Phase 2 
design discussions. 

3 27/11/20

3. Greater clarity is required on the approach to signage of Sprint stops that will also be 
used by local services – is Department for Transport authorisation for new signs 
required? Are new Traffic Regulation Orders required? TfWM Phase 1 Closed The authorisation email received from DfT (dated 29/10/2020) 

was shared wil Solihull  on 28/01/2021. 

4 27/11/20

4.Integration/connectivity with standard bus network – Sprint stops are fewer, and more 
spaced apart, than standard bus stops, meaning that the points at which members of the 
public can interchange between conventional bus and Sprint are fewer (without a walk 
between stops). It will be important to ensure that Sprint stops are located in close 
proximity to conventional bus stops in locations where there is likely to be a 
demonstrable demand for interchange between services.

TfWM Phase 1 Closed 

This has been considered and included in the design for Phase 
1. Most sprint stops shared with conventional buses with 
access maintained for all services. The updated stopping 
pattern was presented on 13/10/20 to Solihulls Environment 
and Highway Cabinet.

5 27/11/20

5. Use of the A45 Sprint will require some to purchase tickets prior to boarding the bus; it 
is not clear whether ticket machines will therefore be installed at bus stops/stands. Local 
experience from the implementation of Metro would suggest that there can be issues of 
vandalism in such circumstances; greater clarity, and discussion with TfWM, is therefore 
required to establish an agreed approach to provision of facilities, and security 
arrangements at, Sprint stops.

TfWM Phase 2 Phase 2
Papers were taken through the Sprint Technical Board in Jan 
and April on this.  The two versions have been shared with 
Solihull on 28/01/2021. Discussions currently in progress.

6 27/11/20

6. The material released as part of the consultation identifies stop locations along the 
route, and highlights the form that bus stops and shelters could have. However, a 
‘one‐size‐fits‐all’ approach to stops facilities is unlikely to be appropriate; the Council 
therefore requires further discussion with TfWM to ensure that the facilities provided at 
each stop are tailored to the environment in which each specific stop is proposed – 
experience has shown that the lighting/advertising can be disruptive to residents, 
excessively long shelters can impact on visibility/residents’ views, and the provision of 
bins in shelters can lead to excessive littering.

TfWM Phase 1 Closed 

All the shelters a modular by design. Upon works commencing, 
a letter will be provided to residents outlining the shelter 
works that will be going on. This will include details of any 
effects to the surrounding areas and other general information 
in regards to shelters.

7 27/11/20

7. Implementation – although the scheme will be implemented by TfWM, its delivery is 
contingent upon Traffic Regulation Orders being undertaken by SMBC, which will almost 
certainly require decisions to be made by the Cabinet Member and the application of 
SMBC staff time and resources. SMBC expects that the costs associated with such 
activities are met by TfWM. 

TfWM Phase 1/2 Closed 
TRO's currently being processed by SMBC Highway 
Management

8 27/11/20

8. Maintenance – the implementation of Sprint will introduce new and/or additional 
infrastructure onto the Solihull highway network, generating an additional 
burden/maintenance liability for the Council. SMBC requests that TfWM use the 
information it has submitted to produce an estimate of maintenance implications, 
including costs. SMBC would prefer that a commuted sum is offered, particularly if the 
net maintenance costs are significantly high.

TfWM Phase 1/2  Phase 2
The Bus Shelters will remain the responsibility of TfWM and 
there will be no impact on Solihull MBC. TfWM will provide Bill 
of Quantities along with the work package to be sent to BBLP. 

9 27/11/20

9. The proposal includes the provision of a new pedestrian crossing over Hobs Moat 
Road, to the south of its junction with Old Lode Lane. The Council strongly supports 
provision of such a crossing facility, to ensure the safe crossing of pedestrians in a 
location where there is currently significant concern. During detailed design work, and 
implementation, care will need to be taken to ensure that the provision of the crossing 
facility does not impact upon existing accesses to/from adjacent properties.

TfWM Phase 2  Phase 2
This will be considered as part of the Phase 2 Design and may 
get descoped.

10 27/11/20

10. A45/Glencroft Road – whilst not in Solihull there is a concern that the proposed 
arrangement at this junction could affect Solihull residents. The proposed right turn lanes 
across the A45 central reservation appear very tight and are of a reduced length, which 
could generate a road safety concern if two vehicles / long commercial vehicles can 
occupy the right turn lane without overhanging onto the main running lanes. One option 
is to realign the waiting area so it becomes longer to accommodate the same number of 
cars. There may also be merit in considering the closure of the right turn out of Glencroft 
Road.

TfWM Phase 2  Phase 2
This element has been deferred to Phase 2 and will be picked 
up again in April 2021. 

11 27/11/20

11. Lode Lane/Boulton Road – clarification is required on the intentions for the existing 
pedestrian crossing to the south of Boulton Road. It is not clear, from the consultation 
plans, if the intention is to move the crossing and, if so, whether it could be too close to 
the junction with Boulton Road so at to conform with highway/road safety standards

TfWM Phase 2  Phase 2
This element has been deferred to Phase 2 and will be picked 
up again in April 2021. 

12 27/11/20

12a. Station Approach‐ The proposal to accommodate Sprint stopping on‐line, rather 
than in layby, will have affect traffic flow; particularly if buses are expected to wait whilst 
they recharge their batteries at this location. A greater understanding of the impact of 
this element of the proposal is required.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
12b. Furthermore, the recently delivered pedestrian link to Streetsbrook Road needs to 
be shown and access to it accommodated. 

TfWM Phase 1/2                  Phase 2

This will be re‐designed as part of Modelling and Geometric 
space. 

13 27/11/20
13. Ulleries Road – an additional Sprint stop is proposed, which requires extension of the 
existing layby, resulting in the loss of 4 trees. The potential to incorporate a Sprint stop 
into the existing stop (i.e. provide a shared stop) should be explored.

TfWM Phase 1 Closed This stop has been removed from the proposals.

14 27/11/20

14. Hobs Moat Road between the Wheatsheaf and Melton Avenue – there is a significant 
loss of verge and landscaping alongside the existing service road (which, itself, is 
retained). Buses, and general traffic, are moved closer to property frontages and the 
landscaped verge is replaced by a narrow hard standing and / or footway, with footways 
becoming particularly narrow on the section at the end of the service road and the 
approach to the Wheatsheaf. The constraints in this location are understood by the 
Council, and the footway width pinch‐points are largely as a result of the proposal to 
retain the service road in a layout that prevents its use as a rat‐run; a proposal that is 
supported by the Council. 

TfWM Phase 2  Phase 2
To be considered once the scope for Phase 2 has been 
confirmed with Solihull MBC

15 27/11/20
15. Lode Lane carriageway widening adjacent to Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) – adequate 
screening will be required.

TfWM/ SMBC Phase 2 Phase 2
The screening drawings were shared with Solihull MBC on 
15/01/2021.

Actions for Sprint 15 Issues


